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1. In the footsteps of Georg Busolt (Busolt 1920, 439): “So wurde trotz allen Schwankungen und Reaktionen die
Demokratie in der hellenischen Welt zur vorherrschenden Staatsform, und auch da, wo keine demokratische Verfassung
bestand, machten sich Einfliisse demokratischer Grundsédtze und Einrichtungen geltend. Im Laufe der bei aller
Mannigfaltigkeit doch in wesentlichen Ziigen gleichartigen Entwickelung der griechischen Poleis glichen sich nach und
nach die partikularen Besonderheiten aus. Wie, vorwiegend unter attischen Einfliissen, eine kowi] der Verkehrs-
und Literatursprache sich ausbildete und die gemeinsame Bildung und Sitte, die gemeinsamen Verkehrsformen
und Rechtsanschauungen zum Ausdrucke brachte, so erwuchs auch ein stetig sich vergréfiernder Bestand von
gemeingriechischem Privatrecht und, trotz der Fortdauer lokaler Eigenheiten, eine von demokratischen, vielfach
attischen Institutionen bedingte oder beeinflulite kowi von staatsrechtlichen Formeln und Begriffen, von
Grundsditzen und Organen der Staatsverwaltung”. [italics original]

2. Honorary decree of Priene for Alexandria Troas (I.Priene’ 119, 2nd c. BCE)
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[...] it was decided by the council and the people: we commend the people of the Alexandreians for the goodwill they
have for our city, (manifest) in their acts harmonious with the pre-existent grants exchanged between the cities, and
because, by deciding to take great care that the judges who come to their city be impartial and just for all the
citizens, for it is through this most of all that the democracy is preserved, after we sent the judges to the people (of
Alexandreians), it commended the men who arrived in Alexandreia for their chaste and blameless sojourn and for their
impartial and just decisions in all the cases, the ones concerning proposals of unconstitutional measures, as well
as the ones concerning violence, and it crowned our people for its good services and for the goodwill towards their
city and for sending excellent men. [...] (trans. M. Ricl, with slight modifications)

3. Decree of Demetrias honouring three judges sent by Herakleia Trachinia (SEG 58 1906, last third of the 2nd c. BCE)
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4. Decree of Mylasa regarding the sacred works in the shrine of Labraunda (1. Labraunda 56, early Imperial period)
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- - nobody shall enter in] the register of the charges [the] causes [which are brought] before the [people] concerning this
(or them), as the causes are still brought forward [in consequence of the] illegal decree. It shall be permitted to
prosecute the epistates who does wrong or evil in respect of the works of the shrine to the archons, the secretary of the
council, the priest of the god and the council. The council shall give due heed to the offender as the offence deserves,
and punish him so far as it is entitled and he shall equally be also responsible for the offence against the god, as it is
written above. (trans. J. Crampa)

5. Citizens’ oath in Mylasa (I. Labraunda 47, 2nd c. BCE)
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- - but I shall guard carefully] for the people of Mylasa. [I shall not dissolve democracy nor] anything [which has
been voted.] Nor shall I permit [anybody] else [to plot, but] I shall prevent to the best of [my power everybody
who is betraying] and dissolving (it) [and I shall be hostile to every unjust citizen] or stranger. I shall guard carefully
for the Mylasans for ever the other [e.g. concessions and - - devotion. If [ keep my oath, may there be to me myself and]
my family profit from resources, land, [fruits (of it), blessing of children, cattle and] houses, if I do not, all the opposite.
(trans. J. Crampa)

6a. Decree of the Acarnanian League re-establishing the Games at Actium (/G IX.1° 2, 583, c. 216 BCE)
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[...] les dispositions enregistrées sur la stéle auront force de loi, et aucune loi ni aucun décret ne pourra abroger les
conventions inscrites en quoi ce soit; au cas ou on essaierait de proposer un décret ou une loi, ou de rompre les
conventions par tout autre moyen, si le responsable (de cette tentative) est une cité, qu’elle paie cinq cents mines, si
c’est un simple particulier, qu’il soit mis & mort aprés jugement au tribunal, et que la loi et le décret soient frappés de
nullité [...] (trans. J. Pouilloux, Choix d’inscriptions grecques, Paris 1960, 113)

6b. Honorific decree of Kos for Antipater, an official or courtier of Seleucus II (/G XII.4 33, after mid-3rd c. BCE) [cf.
IG X11.4 81,40-42; IG XI1.4 82, 31-33; IG X11.4 199, 1-2]
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6¢. Honorific decree of Magnesia on the Maeander for Prienian judges (I.Priene® 112, late 3rd c. BCE) [cf. I.Magnesia
92a, 13—14; I.Magnesia 92b, 18—19; I. Magnesia 94, 12—13; . Magnesia 102, 21-22]
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man soll den BeschluB} auf einer steinernen Stele [aufzeichnen] und die Stele an [einer moglichst prominenten] Stelle
aufstellen; und wenn es einen Beschluf3 gibt, der diesem Beschluf entgegensteht, soll er aufgehoben sein, insoweit er
ihm entgegensteht. (trans. W. Bliimel & R. Merkelbach)

7. The prospective founder of a Hellenistic city according to Sir William Tarn (Tarn 1952°, 145-146): “he had to find
land and settlers for it, build the wall, supply food, seed-corn, cattle, and tools to give the people a start, remit taxation
till the city found its feet, decide personally innumerable housing, economic, and social questions, give a constitution
and get political life started, and settle the city law, though here he could order the adoption of some well-known
Greek city code, with or without modifications”.

8. Letter of Antigonus to Teos concerning the projected synoecism with Lebedos (RC 3, ¢. 303 BCE)

gl 8¢ 10 Mooy kai 5186vat [kal AdauPdvery dikag kata vo]-
o N 3 ’ ” k3 7 3 3 ~ \ e 4
LLOVG 0VG v DItoAapBdvorlte 16ovg AUPOTEPOLS elval. A[TodeTéal 8¢ ékatépovg]
vopoypdeovng tpeig pun ventépong é1dv teccepdkovia [8vtog dvepifed]- 45
[t]ovg oi 8¢ aipebévieg duocdvimv ypdyetv vopovg odg afv vouicwotv Ber]-
tloTovg eivat kal cvvolcewy tht mdrer Stav 8¢ dudowotv, [ypaydviav obg Gv nyn]-
[co]vtat Toovg Gupotépoic Eoecbart kal dveykdviov &vio[g €aufvou: etvat 8¢]
N ~ 7 7 7 b) /7 ~ \ 2 V4 14
[K]ot dAl@t Tt BovAiopévat ypdyavTt vopov Eopépev: 1@V 8¢ [eloeveyfeviov doa]

A pAY b e 4 e ~ b} A ~ / 14 \ 2 4
puev av ¢€ opoAloyovpévav o dfipog Emkvpaont, xpdcat tov[toirg, 0ca 6& avriheyo]- 50
pevo nt, dvorepeOfivol tpdg fpdc, dnmg fi adtol édmikpivopev [fi oAy drodeitm]-

[n]ev v émkpivodoav: dvanépyal 8¢ kail Todg cvvoporoyndév[tag vopovg, kai dia]-
caelv 1odg 1e DO 1AV vopoypdoov eiceveyféviag kol todg [V’ EAlov ypapéviag,]
[6ro]g dv Tiveg poiveovtal p) 10 BéATioTa vopoypagodvieg AAL’ [dvemitideia, adToic]
dmrnipdpev kol {npidpev: tadta 3¢ cuvtedéoar v dviavtdt. [Eog 8 v ol odumav]- 55
[t€]g vouot cvvierecO@doty, ol pev map’ VAV Brovto deiv Toig map’ duiv [vépoig xpdcdat, oi 88 mapa]-

~ /7 9 Vé b} e 2 A /1 V4 ~ b \ \
[t]ov AePediov NElovv €€ £Tépag TIVOG TOAE®DG peTATTERYALEVOVG [xpacOaL: énel € dikar]-
7 Y 7 9 ) ”» 7 / 7 / \ ’
otepov DmoiapPavopev givat €€ AAANG TOAEwG peTantépyacH[al vopovg, keAedoavteg nev apl-
potépovg Aéyerv ék mofag tédewg BodAhovial ypacOal vépoig, cvvo[poroyncdviav 8]

2 4 J74 ~ 4 I4 ~ b r \ \ V4 2
[a]lppotépav dote Tolg Kdrmv vopolg xpficOar, émkexpikapev, tovg [8& Koiovg ntapekarécal- 60
[n]ev mpdg Todg vépong 8nwg §doiv duiv dyypdyacal. oidusba 3¢ [deiv dmoderydi]-

~ b4 ki \ 14 4 b ’ 9 ~ D ~ bl ~ bl e /
vai TPElS avopag evBvg otav [N] amox[pi]oig avayvwcdiity, kKol aroot[adfivar £¢ Kdv v nuél-
[pa]ig Tpioiv ékypdyachal Todg vopove, Tovg 8¢ droctoréviag &[n]a[veveykeiv tovg vo]-



povg éoppayiopévous Tht Kduwv copayidt &v nuépaig tpidrovar [...] 65

In future you shall pay [and receive penalties according to whatever] laws seem equitable to both your cities. [You
should each appoint] three codifiers of the laws aged 40 or more and [above corruption]; let the men chosen swear
to draw up laws [they think are] the best and will benefit the city. When they have sworn [let them draw up laws they
think] fair to both sides and let them present them within [six months; and let] any one else who wishes draft a law and
introduce it; of the laws [that are introduced, all those] which are agreed on and ratified by the people should be
put into practice, [but all those which meet with objections] should be referred to us, so that we may either
decide on them ourselves [or appoint a city] to give a decision; the [laws] that have been agreed on (by you)
should be sent to me, and it should be made clear which laws were introduced by the codifiers of the laws and
which laws [were drawn up by others, so that] if it is clear that some of the codifiers have not provided the best
laws but [some which are unsuitable] we shall censure and punish [them]; all this should be carried out within one
year. [Until such time as the complete code of] laws was drawn up, your envoys thought it right [that you should use]
your own [laws, while the envoys] of the Lebedians requested to send for laws from another city [and to use them,;
and since we] think it more just to send for [laws] from another city, [and instructed both] sides to declare the
city whose laws they wished to use, and both sides [agreed] to use the laws of Cos, we decided accordingly, and
[invited] the [people of Cos] to give you a text of their laws to copy. We think it [right] that three men should be
[appointed] immediately as soon as [this] answer is read out, and be [sent to Cos within] three [days] to take a copy of
the laws, and that these envoys should [bring back the] laws bearing the seal of the people of Cos within [thirty] days.

9. Alexander the Great and Chios (GHI 84A, 334 BCE)
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All the exiles from Chios shall return, and the constitution in Chios shall be a democracy. Law-writers shall be
elected, who shall write and correct the laws, so that nothing shall be contrary to the democracy or to the return of the
exiles; what is corrected or written shall be referred to Alexander. (trans. P. J. Rhodes & R. Osborne)
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Demetrius of Phalerum not only had a most distinguished career at Athens, until the typical jealousy of the Athenians
ousted him; he then took charge of legislation in Egypt as an associate of Ptolemy. (trans. N. G. Wilson)

11. P1b. 5.93.1, 8
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After having arranged this, he [i.e. Aratus] put an end to the intestine disputes of the Megalopolitans in accordance with
the decree of the Achaeans. [...] The most serious controversy of all, however, was in regard to the laws framed
for them by Prytanis, an eminent member of the Peripatetic school, whom Antigonus had sent to them to draw
up a code. (trans. W. R. Paton, rev. F. W. Walbank & C. Habicht)
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